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The fifty-ninth session of the Commission on the Status of Women took place at United Nations Headquarters in New York from 9 to 20 March 2015. Representatives of Member States , UN entities, and ECOSOC-accredited non-governmental organizations (NGOs)  from all regions of the world attended the session.


Themes
The main focus of the session was on the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, including current challenges that affect its implementation and the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of women. The Commission undertook a review of progress made in the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 20 years after its adoption at the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995. The review (Beijing+20) also included the outcomes of the 23rd special session of the General Assembly, the first five-year assessment conducted after the adoption of the Platform for Action, which highlighted further actions and initiatives. 
The session also addressed opportunities for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women in the post-2015 development agenda.


Bureau
	Bureau for the fifty-ninth session of the Commission on the Status of Women



Preparations
The regional commissions of the United Nations undertook regional reviews. Both the national and regional review processes fed into the global review. 
	National-level review of implementation
	Regional 20-year review processes



Organization of the session
The Commission's two-week session included the following activities:
	Organization of work



Official Documents 
	Official documents for the session



Session Outcomes 
The Political Declaration adopted on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women is available here:[ Arabic | Chinese | English | French | Russian | Spanish ]
Extracted from: E/2015/27
 The resolution on “Future organization and methods of work of the Commission on the Status of Women” is available here: 
E/RES/2015/6

NGO Participation 
	Modalities of NGO participation
	Eligibility
	Registration
	Written and Oral Statements 
	NGO advisories for CSW59



Side events 
	Information about side events and activities organized outside the formal programme of the session
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  Photo essay: A glimpse into the lives of Afghan women
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  Women learn new skills and push back against ethnic and gender prejudice in Thailand
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